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Abstract

This study examines two primary aspects: the extent to which teachers utilize vocabulary
cards to enhance L2 learners' speaking skills and how teachers perceive the use of
vocabulary cards for this purpose. Involving three English teachers at a private English
course in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, this study employed a qualitative research method that
included interviews and observations. The teacher participants were selected based on
their use of vocabulary cards as instructional media and their willingness to be involved
in this study. The observations were conducted for two consecutive days, and the data
were collected from the interview results, with the observation notes coded and generated
into some themes. The study found that teachers employ vocabulary cards to help students
understand new materials and improve their speaking skills. Teachers perceive
vocabulary cards as making learning more enjoyable and significantly increasing
students' vocabulary repertoire. Several implications arise from this study. Vocabulary
cards can enhance L2 students' speaking abilities by making new material more
understandable. Teachers positively perceive vocabulary cards as they create a more
engaging learning environment and enrich students' vocabulary more effectively. Future
research should investigate the effectiveness of vocabulary cards across various levels of
English proficiency to determine their impact on learners at different stages of language
development. Additionally, using other data collection techniques, such as questionnaires
and surveys, could provide a more comprehensive understanding of their effectiveness in
diverse learning contexts.
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INTRODUCTION

In many countries, English is actively taught as an essential part of education to
prepare students for globalization and internationalization. Therefore, the school
curriculum incorporates English as a Foreign Language (FL) or Second Language (SL)
subjects for the students (Shinde & Karekatti, 2012). Teaching speaking might be the
most critical priority for teachers because English is considered an international language
that everyone in the world studies and masters (Arifiah & Binawan, 2013). In this context,
English teachers should utilize engaging teaching materials, such as vocabulary cards, to
motivate students to participate in speaking activities.

Wahyudin et al. (2021) argued that vocabulary is one of the most important aspects
for students learning English. Mastering vocabulary encourages and motivates students
to learn and improve their English proficiency. In other words, students who want to learn
English must still study and improve their vocabulary knowledge; otherwise, they will
need more vocabulary knowledge and help speaking English. Therefore, implementing a
vocabulary learning strategy is crucial for teachers to help students achieve their learning
goals. Wahyudin et al. (2021) also emphasized that students must use strategies when
learning vocabulary. They identify four strategies for learning vocabulary: (1) cognitive
strategies, which require student involvement in the learning method; (2) metacognitive
strategies, which involve teachers in monitoring, decision-making, and evaluating to
improve student learning; (3) remembering strategy, which students always use when
remembering the new words, and (4) determination strategy, where students learn and
discover new words.

Second language (L2) researchers have widely recognized the vital role of
vocabulary in language acquisition. Sheridan and Markslag (2017) stated that vocabulary
mastery is one of the most critical steps in all English language learning sequences, so
teachers and students must take the time to study and review vocabulary with high
frequency using vocabulary cards as an instructional medium. Teaching vocabulary is a
crucial way to develop students' vocabulary knowledge and vocabulary skills. The depth
of students' understanding of these aspects requires effective and practical teaching
methods (Rasouli & Jafari, 2016). Joyce (2015) argued that the time invested in learning
vocabulary significantly influences vocabulary acquisition, leading to better
communication. Therefore, teachers must encourage students to use this strategy to
build vocabulary learning habits and improve their vocabulary mastery. Yang et al.
(2021) argued that L2 teachers have an essential task in developing vocabulary
knowledge and other literacy skills. The process of teaching and learning vocabulary for
L2 students was driven by several factors, especially previous first language (L1)
experience, their L2 proficiency seen from how the word was taught or learned, and the
intrinsic difficulty of the word. Yu and Trainin (2022) emphasized the role of technology
in helping students understand words more effectively through digital means such as
hyperglosses, electronic dictionaries, text messaging, and online games.

Vocabulary cards are examples of learning media that could benefit students in the
teaching and learning process. Susanti et al. (2022) argued that there are benefits to using
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vocabulary cards, such as improving language skills and the ability to write stories,
memorize, and analyze problems from texts. Besides that, vocabulary cards are also
useful in increasing students’ self-confidence, developing more effective communication
skills, and enhancing students’ creativity. Wilkinson (2017) argued that there are two
other benefits of vocabulary as an instructional medium. First, vocabulary cards are a
convenient, time-efficient, and effective method for learning vocabulary. Second,
students can correlate the meaning of a word in L1 form and its L2 form.

Recognizing the importance of vocabulary to L2 students’ speaking skills, this
study investigates teachers’ perceptions of using vocabulary cards to teach speaking in
one of the well-established English courses in Yogyakarta. The importance of this
research lies in understanding teachers’ perceptions. Several studies have explored
perceptions of using instructional media for teaching speaking in the Indonesian context,
such as those by Sukarno et al (2023), Suherman and Wathoni (2022), and Danibao et al
(2023). Moreover, in the international context, several studies investigated teachers’
perceptions of teaching speaking, including studies by Arastirma and Ogretmen (2017)
Chiem (2016) and Nguyen and Nguyen (2019). The present study focuses on teachers’
perceptions of using vocabulary cards to teach speaking, building on previous studies in
the Indonesian context that generally discuss the use of instructional media to teach
speaking. Therefore, this research investigates teachers' perceptions of using vocabulary
cards to develop speaking skills for L2 learners. Afna (2018) suggests that the more
vocabulary students master, the greater the possibility of speaking fluency. If students do
not master vocabulary well, they cannot communicate well.

The researchers chose Indonesian English teachers in English language courses as
the context of the research because of their unique strategies in teaching speaking tailored
to students’ needs, such as using printed instructional media, realia, and vocabulary cards
to attract students to learn and improve their speaking skills in this English course. This
reason was in line with a previous study conducted by Supriatin and Rizkilillah (2018)
who conducted a study in an English course in Indonesia. They noted that English courses
in Indonesia employed their teaching methods, often integrating instructional media to
facilitate student mastery of English. For example, they use vocabulary cards to increase
students’ vocabulary mastery and motivate students to engage in speaking activities.
Similar results were found in the Thai context, where English teachers in English
language courses also tailored their teaching strategies to meet students’ needs (Low,
2018).

Based on the above rationale, this study addresses two research questions. The first
is, “To what extent do teachers use vocabulary cards to teach speaking to L2 learners?”
The second is, “How do teachers perceive the use of vocabulary cards in teaching
speaking to L2 learners?”. By employing a qualitative method, this present study aimed
to answer the two questions.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Vocabulary learning could be taught using creative teaching methods, such as
vocabulary cards. Vocabulary cards were a set of cards equipped with a word. However,
vocabulary cards could be changed according to the student's elementary, intermediate,
or advanced (Aba, 2019) level. Herlina and Dewi (2017) mentioned that vocabulary cards
contain one or two vocabulary words. Vocabulary cards were a practical and
implementable medium. Based on these characteristics, it could be seen that vocabulary
cards containing this vocabulary were a tool that could remind or direct students when
practicing speaking in class.

Ridwan and Nurhaeni (2021) argued that students could use vocabulary cards to
improve their speaking skills by remembering vocabulary when they practice speaking.
Based on this explanation, speaking ability was a communication skill that must continue
to be enhanced in teaching and learning. This was because, when studying in class,
students were hesitant to speak up and voice their opinions. After all, they feel
embarrassed when expressing their views in front of their friends and teachers. Another
factor that could prevent students from speaking in front of many people was that they
felt worried about saying something wrong and immediately losing their self-confidence.
Therefore, teachers could use vocabulary cards that were easy to remember during the
teaching and learning process to improve students' speaking skills.

Susanti et al. (2022) stated that there were benefits that could be felt from using
vocabulary cards, including improving language skills, writing stories, memorizing and
analysing problems, and vocabulary knowledge. Apart from that, vocabulary cards were
also helpful in increasing students' self-confidence, developing more effective
communication skills, and enhancing students' creativity. Wilkinson (2017) argued that
there were two other benefits from vocabulary as an instructional medium that students
could receive and feel. Firstly, vocabulary cards were considered a convenient, time-
efficient, and effective method for learning vocabulary. Second, students also said
remembering L1 forms and L2 meanings separately was a positive characteristic of
vocabulary cards.

According to Liansari and Azizah (2022), using various ways to deliver lesson
material that could make students feel happy and enthusiastic, one way was by using the
right approach and supplementing it with the use of appropriate learning media that
supported teaching and learning activities, for example, vocabulary cards. Chaya and
Inpin (2020) explained that implementing vocabulary cards as a medium in the teaching
and learning process was an effective educational tool for improving students' English
skills, especially speaking skills and vocabulary mastery. According to Purnami (2022),
using vocabulary card media can make the teaching and learning process for L2 students
more efficient. This is because the media can attract students' attention, allowing them to
quickly understand it. Fahkrunisa and Ananda (2022) argued that to develop vocabulary,
students must be proficient in remembering the vocabulary. However, in general, the
existing memorization techniques were less effective, so the most appropriate method for
memorizing vocabulary was to use vocabulary cards. Vocabulary cards were an example
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of a learning medium in the teaching and learning process that could benefit students.
Besides helping students memorize vocabulary more easily, vocabulary cards would also
aid in understanding the correct pronunciation. Farida et al. (2019) stated that vocabulary
cards could help increase students' vocabulary. The increase in student scores proves that
students felt enthusiastic and enjoyed the learning process using vocabulary cards.

According to Sheridan and Markslag, (2017), vocabulary mastery is one of the most
essential steps in all English language learning sequences, so teachers and students must
take the time to study and review vocabulary with high frequency using vocabulary cards
as an instructional medium. There were effective learning strategies in vocabulary, one
of which was a cooperative learning strategy deliberately created to effectively involve
students in vocabulary learning and keep them actively engaged in the teaching and
learning process. This allows students to build meaningful connections between their
experiences and target vocabulary, enabling them to practice speaking and discussing
word knowledge (Kurniawati et al., 2024).

Razali et al. (2017) argued that the application of card games in the English
language teaching and learning process, using vocabulary cards as a teaching medium,
shows that students' vocabulary retention abilities were better than just the teacher's
explanation in front of the class. Apart from that, students could also participate in the
teaching and learning process enthusiastically because the process was enjoyable and
could be done at any time. Skills in maintaining vocabulary were essential for students so
they could utilize them in learning English, such as reading, speaking, and writing.

Although previous studies have explored the positive perceptions of using
vocabulary cards in various educational contexts, particularly in enhancing speaking
skills and vocabulary retention, a gap remains in research regarding the use of vocabulary
cards in English courses within the Indonesian context. Specifically, studies examining
how teachers use vocabulary cards to teach speaking to L2 learners, as well as the
teachers' perspectives on the use of vocabulary cards for teaching speaking in the
Indonesian context, are limited.

In addition, while several studies have examined the perceptions of using
vocabulary cards in English Language Teaching (ELT) in international contexts—such
as in Turkey (Istifci, 2018), Japan (Taynton & Yamada, 2012), Iran (Honarmand et al.,
2015), and Malaysia (Lukas et al., 2020) —there is still a significant gap in research
specifically focused on the Indonesian context. Previous studies have demonstrated that
vocabulary cards can enhance student engagement, motivation, and speaking skills,
particularly in contexts where the learner's proficiency level is not widely varied.
However, there is limited research investigating how vocabulary cards are perceived and
utilized in English courses in Indonesia, especially in contexts with various proficiency
levels among learners. This gap highlights the need for an investigation into how
vocabulary cards can enhance L2 speaking skills and the teachers’ perceptions on the use
of vocabulary cards in teaching L2 speaking.
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RESEARCH METHOD

This study employed a qualitative method. A qualitative method is defined as
research conducted repeatedly, with differences added to the research results. This
method does not analyze numerical data but focuses on understanding phenomena
through a conceptual framework (Aspers & Corte, 2019). Qualitative research provides
valuable insights into a phenomenon, which are useful for the research process.

The purpose of using this design was to deepen researchers' understanding of the
philosophical paradigm, which forms the foundation of this qualitative research method,
and to facilitate comparisons and identify differences in the selected research results. The
interpretive paradigm supports the qualitative method by creating a perspective on the
world where reality or a phenomenon is constructed (Thanh & Thanh, 2015). Previous
studies on perceptions have predominantly employed qualitative methods, which
influenced the choice of method for this study. Additionally, the data obtained could be
explored more deeply by investigating it using qualitative methods.

This research employed the interpretivist paradigm, which views reality in a
different manner than the positivist paradigm. By employing interpretivist paradigms, the
researchers draw on their experiences to analyze and interpret the meaning of the
phenomenon during data collection. Therefore, this study employed an interpretive
paradigm to gain a deeper understanding of English teachers’ perceptions of using
vocabulary cards to teach speaking to L2 learners.

This research was conducted at one of the well-known English courses in
Yogyakarta. Three teachers from the course participated in this study. The researcher
involved these three teachers for several reasons. First, the researchers contacted seven
teachers who used vocabulary cards as instructional media in the classroom. However,
only three were willing to participate in the study. Second, one teacher had yet to start
teaching again because that teacher had just had their contract extended. Third, the
researchers conducted data collection within a limited timeframe.

This study employed two instruments: an interview checklist and an observation
checklist. The interview checklist was adapted from Sari et al. (2023). It includes
questions about teachers’ perceptions of using vocabulary cards in a speaking class. The
observation checklist was adapted from Subban et al. (2015) about the use of vocabulary
cards in the classroom to enhance students’ speaking skills.

The interview checklist consists of seven questions and is divided into three parts,
i.e., 1) the perceptions of using vocabulary cards in the classroom, 2) the benefits of using
vocabulary cards for students’ speaking skills, and 3) the challenges in implementing
vocabulary cards in the class. The questions in the interview checklist were translated
from English to Indonesian, aiming to facilitate teachers' responses and avoid
misunderstandings, as well as facilitate researchers' understanding when analyzing the
data.

The observation checklist consists of six statements, i.e., 1) How teachers use
vocabulary cards to assign students to make good sentences in English, 2) How teachers
use vocabulary cards in the classroom, 3) How teachers use vocabulary cards to convey
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an understanding of the materials, 4) How teachers help students to develop speaking
skills by practising using vocabulary cards, 5) How teachers provide feedback to students
based on activities that use vocabulary cards, and 6) How the use of vocabulary cards can
make students actively participate in teaching and learning activities in the classroom.
The interview checklist explored the teachers’ perspectives on using vocabulary cards for
L2 learners. The observation checklist was used to assess how the teachers utilized
vocabulary cards in the classroom.

As an initial step, the researchers contacted seven teachers to ask about their
willingness to participate in the present study. Only three teachers were willing to
participate. Then, the researchers contacted the course director for permission to conduct
the research. After receiving permission from the course director, the researchers made
an appointment for observation and interviews.

Then, the researchers began to conduct the observations. Observations were
conducted from 23 February to 24, 2024. On the first day, the researchers conducted
observations in two classes: Elementary (EL) 3 and English for Active Communication
(EAC) 2. The EL 3 class consisted of approximately fifteen high school-level students,
and EAC 2 consisted of around nine university students. The researchers observed
English for Junior High School (SL) 4 on the second day. This class consisted of around
fifteen junior high school students.

The researchers conducted interviews over two days, 25 February and 26 February.
After collecting all the interview data, they transcribed and translated the recordings into
English. The transcriptions were analyzed and used to create themes using thematic
analysis. The detailed data analysis sequence is illustrated in Figure 1.

Contacting the
teacher participants

Conducting interviews

Conducting with the teacher

observation for 2 days

h 4

h 4

and asking consent participants
Marrating the results Transcribing the
of the observation interview results

v

Generating themes from the results of
the cbservations and interviews

Answering RQ 1 and R! 2

Figure 1. Sequence of data collection and analysis
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Based on the knowledge of researchers, ethical considerations are principles that
researchers should adhere to when conducting research. This current research uses
specific ethical considerations to protect participants’ data. To conduct research without
coercion from researchers toward participants, the researchers employed four principles:
autonomy, anonymity, beneficence, and justice. Based on Fouka and Mantzorou (2011),
autonomy should be well protected. This means that the participant’s data will be
confidential to avoid the possibility of defamation. Anonymity refers to the protection of
secret information by not inquiring into an individual’s ethnic or cultural background or
other sensitive details from sources. Beneficence is an affirmation of the usefulness of
this temporary research (Akaranga & Makau, 2016). The last principle, justice, was
applied during the interview. The researchers respected the participants’ privacy by
obtaining their permission to be interviewed.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Findings
1. Research question 1: To what extent do teachers use vocabulary cards to teach
speaking to L2 learners?

Based on the observations, two emerging themes for the extent of using vocabulary
cards to teach speaking are as follows.

Table 1. The emerging themes regarding the extent of using vocabulary cards
to teach speaking to L2 learners.
Theme 1  Teachers use vocabulary cards to help students understand new
materials being discussed in class.
Theme 2 Teachers use vocabulary cards to help students improve their speaking
skills.

Theme 1: Teachers use vocabulary cards to help students understand new materials being
discussed in class.

The first theme that could be identified was the use of vocabulary cards to help
students understand new material being discussed in class. During class observations,
teachers often used vocabulary cards to deliver new material. The observation report on
23 February in the EL 3 class found that:

The teacher provided a brief overview of today’s material. The teacher tested
students by asking questions and using vocabulary cards to review students’
understanding of the material they had just studied. Then, students were asked to
pair up and given the task of creating sentences from cards that were different
from before, but still vocabulary cards that the teacher had distributed, and then
presented them in front of the class. The teacher gave feedback to the students.
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Teachers always used vocabulary cards as a learning medium during the teaching
process. (Obsv/EL3/newmat)

The observation report on 23 February in the EAC 2 class found that:
The teacher explained today’s material about the present continuous tense. Every
time the teacher explained the formula, he gave an example. After giving an
example, the teacher always tested the students by showing cards to them to find
out how much the students understood the material being taught. The students
were asked to guess the verb in the cards shown. At the end of the lesson, the
teacher asked students to play cards in groups, with each group consisting of three
people. The students were asked to make present continuous tense sentences orally
using the verbs on the cards. (Obsv/EAC2/newmat)

The observation report on 24 February in the SL2 class found that:
The teacher explained the material about describing a person. The teacher gave
several examples and then asked the students to describe their friends in class
using vocabulary cards. Students were asked to create sentences describing their
friends using the verbs on the cards. (Obsv/SL2/newmat)

In conclusion, the findings suggest that teachers consistently utilized vocabulary
cards as an effective tool to help students grasp new material in class. The teachers
employed various classroom activities, including vocabulary cards, such as pair work,
group exercises, and oral presentations. The teachers used vocabulary cards to enhance
students’ understanding and retention of new concepts. Therefore, from the findings,
vocabulary cards can be valuable in facilitating interactive learning environments.

Theme 2: Teachers use vocabulary cards to help students improve their speaking skills.
The second theme was teachers using vocabulary cards to help students improve
their speaking skills. Vocabulary cards also helped students practice their speaking skills.
The teachers would spend time during the teaching and learning process to provide
students with speaking practice. The observation report on 23 February in the EL 3 class
found that:
After discussing homework and explaining the new material, the teacher distributed
vocabulary cards and asked the students to create sentences using the vocabulary
cards. This activity aimed to train students’ speaking skills. Students, in turn, made
their sentences. The teacher gave feedback to the students based on the sentences
they made. (Obsv/EL3/speaking)
The observation report on 23 February in the EAC 2 class found that:
Before the class ends, the teacher asks students to practice speaking by playing
vocabulary cards in groups. Each group consists of three people, and the game is
played similarly to rummy cards. Each person took turns making sentences from
the existing verbs orally. This game was fifteen minutes long.
(Obsv/EAC2/speaking)
The observation report on 24 February in the SL 2 class found that:
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For the exit ticket, the teacher asked students to make a line and a sentence based
on the vocabulary cards. The student who could answer could leave the class.
They had to make a sentence correctly to leave the class, and they were allowed
to try again and again until they made a grammatically correct sentence.
(Obsv/SL2/speaking)

The findings demonstrate that the teachers effectively used vocabulary cards to
improve students’ speaking skills. The teachers employed various interactive activities,
including sentence construction, group games, and exit tickets. Vocabulary cards
provided students with opportunities to practice their speaking skills. Therefore,
vocabulary cards are crucial in facilitating practical and engaging speaking practice in the
classroom.

2. Research question 2: How did teachers perceive vocabulary cards to teach speaking
for L2 learners?
Based on the researcher’s observations, two themes emerged regarding how
teachers perceived vocabulary cards for teaching speaking to L2 learners, as shown in the
table below.

Table 2. The emerging themes regarding how teachers perceive vocabulary
cards teach speaking for L2 learners

Theme 1 Vocabulary cards make learning speaking more fun.

Theme 2 Vocabulary cards increase students ‘vocabulary repertoire.

Theme 1: Vocabulary cards make learning speaking more fun.

The participants mentioned that using vocabulary cards as a teaching medium made
learning more fun and enjoyable. The teacher participants agreed that vocabulary cards
made learning speaking more fun because students were enthusiastic when learning by
using vocabulary cards. Having vocabulary cards made it easier for students to remember
vocabulary they had forgotten, and having vocabulary cards could motivate students to
learn to speak. PJ, one of the teachers, said that:

“It was fun because using cards provided more visuals, and students could
imagine the words themselves. With vocabulary cards, when the teacher asked
them to make a sentence, students sometimes thought of funny or unusual
words. This could lighten the mood and make the activity enjoyable.” (PJ/fun)
AP, one of the teachers, said that:
“Yes, of course, vocabulary cards made learning to speak more fun because
students could build more varied conversations using the words on the cards.
This way, students did not feel burdened or bored when practicing speaking.
They were not limited to the vocabulary they already knew and could expand
their conversations beyond what the teacher had taught them.” (AP/fun)
MM, one of the teachers, said that:
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“Yes, I think vocabulary cards are more fun and beneficial for students,
especially beginners or young learners, because they provide clear vocabulary
that helps spark students’ ideas when making sentences.” (MM/fun)

In conclusion, the findings highlight that vocabulary cards enhance the enjoyment
of learning speaking skills. The teacher participants observed that students were more
enthusiastic and motivated when using vocabulary cards, making the learning process
more engaging. Vocabulary cards helped students recall forgotten words and encouraged
them to think creatively, thereby expanding their conversations. As a result, vocabulary
cards proved to be an effective tool in making speaking practice more enjoyable and
beneficial.

Theme 2: Vocabulary cards increase students’ vocabulary repertoire.
The second theme was that vocabulary cards increase students' vocabulary
repertoire. VVocabulary was the most critical aspect of learning to speak, as it formed the
basis for fluency in speaking, requiring students to remember a large number of
vocabulary words. The teacher participants agreed that learning vocabulary cards could
help students expand their vocabulary. According to PJ, a teacher who teaches EAC class,
vocabulary cards could improve students' vocabulary and make it easier for them to
practice speaking. He said:
“I think vocabulary cards can improve students' vocabulary because they help
students focus more on learning. This way, students understand and remember
new words more quickly. This makes it easier for them to speak in class during
lessons. ” (PJ/repertoire)

AP, who teaches in EL3, shared a similar view to PJ. He stated:
“I think using vocabulary cards helps improve students’ vocabulary because
they might not encounter these words in daily conversations. Vocabulary cards
also help students practice conversations in a non-competitive and engaging
way. When students are interested, they are more likely to try harder.”
(PJ/repertoire)

MM, who taught SL 2 class, said:
“I think vocabulary cards help a lot in mastering vocabulary. They are also
beneficial if students forget English words. With vocabulary cards, students
can remember the words on the cards, making it easier for them to speak.”
(MM/repertoire)

In conclusion, the findings reveal that vocabulary cards effectively increase
students' vocabulary repertoire. Teacher participants observed that vocabulary cards
helped students focus on learning and remember new words more quickly. Additionally,
these cards introduce words students use in daily conversations. The use of vocabulary
cards also makes learning a more engaging and motivating experience.
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Discussion

Based on findings from the observation, teachers used vocabulary cards to help
students understand the new materials being discussed in class. This was in line with the
findings from previous researchers (Komachali, 2012; and Hamer and Rohimajaya, 2018)
who conducted research on vocabulary cards in the Indonesian context. The results
showed that vocabulary cards helped teachers deliver material to students, making it
easier for students to understand and memorize new material. Additionally, research
conducted in the Indonesian context (Widiastuti, 2016) has shown that using vocabulary
cards makes it easier for students to understand and remember new material and
vocabulary. Research conducted by Herlina and Dewi (2017) found that vocabulary cards
helped students understand new material better and more effectively. Moreover, research
in the Iranian context (Komachali, 2012) showed that vocabulary cards were beneficial
for teachers as a medium for delivering new materials and for students as a learning
medium that can make it easier for students to understand the new material that has been
taught. Therefore, this research result aligns with previous studies suggesting that
teachers use vocabulary cards to explain material, enabling students to understand new
concepts taught through vocabulary cards as a medium.

Moreover, the results from the observation reports showed that teachers used
vocabulary cards to improve students’ speaking skills. This finding aligns with previous
research conducted by Ridwan and Nurhaeni (2021), Susanti et al. (2022), Werdiningsih
and Prawira (2017), Taynton and Yamada (2012) and Chaya and Inpin (2020). Ridwan
and Nurhaeni (2021) conducted research in the Indonesian context. The findings showed
that using vocabulary cards can improve students’ speaking skills. Research conducted
by Susanti et al. (2022) and Werdiningsih and Prawira (2017) showed that students’
speaking skills improved by using vocabulary cards, and the use of vocabulary cards can
improve students’ speaking skills. In the Japanese context, Taynton and Yamada (2012)
stated that vocabulary cards were one of the most popular media in Japan, and they were
used to help improve students’ speaking skills. In the Thai context, Chaya and Inpin
(2020) conducted similar research on vocabulary cards. The findings showed that
vocabulary cards help students develop their speaking skills. Therefore, the results of this
study are consistent with those of previous research on using vocabulary cards to enhance
students’ speaking skills.

The interview results showed that vocabulary cards could make learning more fun.
These findings align with previous research by Purnami (2022), Kholifah and Gularso
(2023), Kurniawati et al. (2024), Liansari and Azizah (2022), Hartfill et al. (2020),
Rostampour and Branch (2016), and Purnami (2022). They investigated the use of
vocabulary cards in the classroom and found that fun learning is essential in the teaching
and learning process. Teachers are encouraged to use engaging activities, such as
vocabulary cards, to create a fun learning environment. Kholifah and Gularso (2023)
found vocabulary learning more enjoyable and engaging by using vocabulary cards.
Vocabulary cards made the teaching and learning process less boring and easier to
understand. Liansari and Azizah (2022) found that using vocabulary cards made learning
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English fun, helping students become more active, confident, and willing to speak in front
of the class. Hartfill et al. (2020) discovered that vocabulary cards were a more enjoyable
learning medium than others, leading to greater student interest and activity. Rostampour
and Branch (2016) found that teaching media, such as vocabulary cards, is a fun way for
students to learn. Thus, this research is consistent with previous studies, as it demonstrates
that vocabulary cards are an engaging medium for students in the classroom.

Additionally, this finding can be interpreted through the lens of Constructivist
Learning Theory Vygotsky (1978), which suggests that learners build knowledge more
effectively when they are actively engaged and when learning activities are enjoyable and
interactive. The use of vocabulary cards, therefore, creates an environment where students
are motivated to participate actively to improve their engagement and retention of the
material.

Based on the interview results, it can be concluded that vocabulary cards increase
students' vocabulary repertoire. These findings align with previous studies by Fahkrunisa
and Ananda (2022), Atmaja and Sonia (2020), Farida et al. (2019), Lukas et al. (2020),
and Fahkrunisa and Ananda (2022), who investigated the use of vocabulary cards in the
Indonesian context, showed that vocabulary cards could increase students’ vocabulary.
Atmaja and Sonia, (2020) who conducted similar research in Indonesia found that
students who used vocabulary cards achieved higher grades than those who did not. This
demonstrates that vocabulary cards effectively enhance students’ vocabulary, which is
crucial for language learning. Farida et al. (2019) also found that students mastered their
vocabulary by participating in classroom activities. Vocabulary cards helped students
recognize and memorize words quickly. Lukas et al., (2020), who conducted research in
Malaysia, found that the teaching and learning process, which utilized media such as
vocabulary cards, helped students increase their vocabulary more quickly than those
without any media. Therefore, this research supports previous studies, showing that using
vocabulary cards in the teaching and learning process can increase students’ vocabulary
repertoire.

CONCLUSION

From the findings, the researchers discovered that teachers utilize vocabulary cards
to aid students in understanding new materials discussed in class and to enhance their
speaking skills. Secondly, related to teachers’ perceptions regarding the use of vocabulary
cards to teach speaking, the researcher found that vocabulary cards make learning to
speak more fun and could increase students’ vocabulary repertoire.

There are several implications. First, vocabulary cards can improve L2 students’
speaking skills. Using these vocabulary cards, students can understand new material more
easily when teachers present it and quickly remember new vocabulary. Second, teachers’
use of vocabulary cards as media has received a positive perception. This is supported by
the results of this research, which indicate that using vocabulary cards enhances the
learning atmosphere. Additionally, the use of vocabulary cards can increase the richness
of students’ vocabulary more quickly than not using any media.
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This research makes several contributions to existing research on teachers’
perceptions of using vocabulary cards to develop speaking skills for L2 learners. First,
research on teachers’ perceptions of using vocabulary cards in speaking skills for L2
learners is quite rare. Therefore, the findings of this research can provide valuable
information for anyone researching a similar topic. Hence, teachers can utilize this media
as a teaching tool to enhance speaking skills. In addition, the findings from this research
can provide insight for pre-service English teachers on the use of vocabulary cards to
improve speaking skills for L2 learners.

Despite its implications and contributions, this study has several limitations. First,
the observations may be limited in richness because the number of classes observed is
small. The data may be more useful if the researcher makes more than three observations.
Second, this research was conducted within a limited timeframe, resulting in a small
number of participants. A final limitation is that the results of this study cannot be
generalized due to the nature of the qualitative research methods employed. The results
of this study may not apply to other contexts or participants.

There are some recommendations for further research that can be carried out based
on the results and limitations of this study. First, future research should investigate the
effectiveness of vocabulary cards across various levels of English proficiency to
determine their impact on learners at different stages of language development. Secondly,
future research may use other data collection techniques, such as questionnaires and
surveys, to obtain richer and more solid data. Furthermore, future research might be
conducted on the same topic with different contexts and participants to see if similar
results can be identified and contrasted.

REFERENCES

Aba, L. (2019). Flashcards as a media in teaching English vocabulary. Jurnal Bahasa (e-
Journal) IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo, 4, 170-179.

Afna, M. (2018). The correlation between vocabulary and speaking. Journal of Linguistics,
Literature & Language Teaching, IV(1), 43-71.

Akaranga, S. I., & Makau, B. K. (2016). Ethical considerations and their applications to
research :A case of the university of nairobi. Journal of Educational Policy and
Entrepreneurial Research, 3(12), 1-9.

Arastirma, N., & Ogretmen, A. (2017). 4 qualitative research : On pre- service teachers
perceptions of teaching speaking skilis. October 2016, 13-15.

Arifiah, D., & Binawan, H. (2013). Digital storytelling : An interactive media for teaching
speaking. Prosiding Konferensi Pendidikan Nasional “Penguatan Karakter Bangsa
Melalui Inovasi Pendidikan Di Era Digital,” 81-90.

Aspers, P., & Corte, U. (2019). What is qualitative in qualitative research. Qualitative
Sociology, 42(2), 139-160. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11133-019-9413-7

Atmaja, A., & Sonia, G. (2020). Using flash cards to improve students ’ vocabulary.
Professional Journal of English Education, 3(2), 283-289.

Chaya, P., & Inpin, B. (2020). Effects of integrating movie-based mobile learning ;nstruction
for enhancing Thai university students speaking skills and intercultural

)

Volume 6, Number 2, August 2025 | 560



Journal of English Language Teaching and Literature (JELITA)
ISSN:2721-1096 (Print), 2721-1916 (Online)

communicative competence. Canadian Center of Science and Education, 13(7), 27—
45, https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v13n7p27

Chiem, M. (2016). Pre-service teachers * perceptions about teaching speaking at high school
in Vietnam. The University Of New South Wales.

Danibao, B., Jacolina, M., & Tari, A. (2023). English language teaching through
communicative method : A qualitative study of pre-service teachers > perceptions.
International Journal of Recent Educational Research, 4(6), 795-807.

Fahkrunisa, L., & Ananda, R. (2022). Thee effectiveness of flashcard vocabulary in learning
foreign Language ( English and Japanese ) to enhance speaking skill for beginner.
Journal of Curriculum and Pedagogic Studies (JCPS), 1(1), 42-51.

Farida, D., Isrina, Hasna, D., & Apsari, Y. (2019). The implementation of flash cards to
improve students > vocabulary mastery. Professional Journal of English Education,
2(3), 352-357.

Fouka, G., & Mantzorou, M. (2011). What are the maj orethical issues in conducting
research? Is there a conflict between the research ethics and the nature of nursing?
Health Science Journal, 5(1), 3-14.

Hamer, W., & Rohimajaya, N. A. (2018). Using flash card as instructional media to enrich
the students > vocabulary mastery in learning English. Journal of English Language
Studies, 3(2), 167-177.

Hartfill, J., Gabel, J., Neves-coelho, D., Vogel, D., Réthel, F., Tiede, S., & Steinicke, F.
(2020). Word saber : An effective and fun VR vocabulary learning game. Universitat
Hamburg Germany.

Herlina, H., & Dewi, R. R. (2017). Flashcard media: The media for developing students
understanding for English vocabulary at elementary school. ljer - Indonesian Journal
of Educational Review, 4(1), 116. https://doi.org/10.21009/ijer.04.01.11

Honarmand, R., Rostampour, M., & Abdorahimzadeh, S. (2015). The effect of game tic tac
toe and flash cards on zero beginners ’ vocabulary. International Journal of
Educational Investigations, 2(march), 27-41.

Istifci, 1. (2018). Exploring the perceptions of pre-service English teachers on vocabulary
learning strategies in a foreign language teaching context. International Journal of
TESOL and Learning, 7(3&4), 12-32.

Joyce, P. (2015). L2 vocabulary learning and testing : The use of L1 translation versus L2
definition. The Language Learning Journal, July.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2015.1028088

Kholifah, A., & Gularso, D. (2023). Learn fun multiplication with the repeated counting
method using cards in class Il (Issue Upincess). Atlantis Press SARL.
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-176-0

Komachali, M. E. (2012). The effect of using vocabulary flash card on Iranian pre-university
students ’vocabulary knowledge. International Education Studies, 5(3), 134-147.
https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v5n3p134

Kurniawati, L. A., Widodo, P., & Andriyanti, E. (2024). Engaged learners, enhanced
vocabulary? A qualitative analysis of Indonesian L2 engagement through self-made
video projects. Journal of Language and Cultural Education, 12(3), 47-56.
https://doi.org/10.2478/jolace-2024-0018

Liansari, V., & Azizah, N. L. (2022). The relationship between the use of active , innovative
, Creative , and fun learning techniques and online English learning by
multidisciplinary ~ students. KnE  Social  Sciences, 2022, 18-23.
https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v7i10.11205

Volume 6, Number 2, August 2025 | 561



Journal of English Language Teaching and Literature (JELITA)
ISSN:2721-1096 (Print), 2721-1916 (Online)

Low, P. (2018). Students ’ needs and vocabulary development in English for specific
purposes ( ESP ) course. JELTL (Journal of English Language Teaching and
Linguistics), 3(2), 151-161.

Lukas, B. A, Patrick, F., Chong, G., Jaino, N., & Yunus, M. (2020). Using U-NO-ME card
game to enhance primarynone pupils ’ vocabulary. International Journal of
Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 19(5), 304-317.

Nguyen, H., & Nguyen, H. (2019). Research papers teachers ’ perceptions about vocabulary
instruction through flashcards at English language. I1-Manager’s Journal o n English
Language Teaching, 9(3), 2019.

Purnami, N. L. S. W. (2022). Fun activities to teach vocabulary for young learners: A library
research. E-Link Journal, 9(1), 19. https://doi.org/10.30736/ej.v9i1.609

Rasouli, F., & Jafari, K. (2016). A deeper understanding of L2 vocabulary learning and
teaching : A review study. International Journal of Language and Linguistics, 4(1),
40-46. https://doi.org/10.11648/}.ij11.20160401.16

Razali, W. N., Amin, N. M., Kudus, N. V., & Musa, M. K. (2017). Using card game to
improve vocabulary retention: A preliminary study. International Academic
Research Journal of Social Science, 3(1), 30-36.

Ridwan, & Nurhaeni. (2021). The influence of flashcards media in improving students’
speaking skill on the first grade of junior high school. IDEAS: Journal on English
Language Teaching and Learning, Linguistics and Literature, 9(2), 473-4809.
https://doi.org/10.24256/ideas.v9i2.2331

Sheridan, R., & Markslag, L. (2017). Effective strategies for teaching vocabulary: An
introduction to engaging cooperative vocabulary card activities. Pasaa, 53(June),
216-229.

Shinde, M. B., & Karekatti, T. K. (2012). Pre-Service Teachers’ Beliefs about Teaching
English. International Journal of Instruction, 5(1), 69-86. www.e-iji.net

Suherman, A., & Wathoni, H. (2022). Examining teachers * perceptions of E -learning tools :
A survey from Indonesian EAP classrooms. Indonesian Journal of EFL and
Linguistics -, 7(1). https://doi.org/10.21462/ijefl.v7i1.470

Subban, P. K., & Round, P. (2015). Differentiated instruction at work. reinforcing the art of
classroom observation through the creation of a checklist for beginning and pre-
service teachers. Australian Journal of Teacher Education, 40(5).
https://doi.org/10.14221/ajte.2015v40n5.7

Sukarno, lhtiara, F., Pratiwi, D., & Putro, N. (2023). Pre-s ervice English teachers’
perception of authentic assessment practice in speaking classes. Litera, 22(1), 107—
115.

Supriatin, T., & Rizkilillah, V. P. (2018). Teaching vocabulary using flashcard. PROJECT,
1(4), 479-485.

Susanti, N., Supeno, S., & Dwiastuty, N. (2022). The effect of using flashcards during online
learning towards speaking skills at 11th grade social class at mutiara bangsa 2 school.
JEdu: Journal of English Education, 2(2), 155-1509.
https://doi.org/10.30998/jedu.v2i2.6739

Taynton, K., & Yamada, M. (2012). Using a Japanese card game karuta to enhance listening
and speaking skills in Japanese learners of. 1-10.

Thanh, N. C., & Thanh, Tran, T. Le. (2015). The interconnection between interpretivist
paradigm and qualitative methods in education. American Journal of Educational
Science, 1(2), 24-27. http://www.aiscience.org/journal/ajes

Volume 6, Number 2, August 2025 | 562



Journal of English Language Teaching and Literature (JELITA)
ISSN:2721-1096 (Print), 2721-1916 (Online)

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes
(M. Cole, V. John-Steiner, S. Scribner, & E. Souberman, Eds.). Harvard University
Press.

Wahyudin, A., Pustika, R., & Simamora, M. (2021). Vocabulary learning strategies of EFL
students at tertiary level. The Journal of English Literacy Education, 8(2), 101-112.

Werdiningsih, 1., & Prawira, B. (2017). The use of identity card to improve students ’
speaking skill. Journal of English Language, Literature, and Teaching, 02(2), 78—
83.

Widiastuti, F. A. (2016). Improving students’vocabulary mastery uing flashcards. English
Education Department, Faculty of Teacher and Training Education, 5(1), 148-156.
https://revistas.ufrj.br/index.php/rce/article/download/1659/1508%0Ahttp://hipatiap
ress.com/hpjournals/index.php/qre/article/view/1348%5Cnhttp://www.tandfonline.c
om/doi/abs/10.1080/09500799708666915%5Cnhttps://mckinseyonsociety.com/dow
nloads/reports/Educa

Wilkinson, D. (2017). EFLvocabulary acquisition through word cards : Student perceptions
and strategies. The Electronic Journal for English as a Second Language, 21(3), 1-
16.

Yang, X., Jen, L., Zohreh, K., & Moody, S. M. (2021). Theoretical trends of research on
technology and L2 vocabulary learning : A systematic review. Journal of Computers
in Education, 0123456789. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-021-00187-8

Yu, A., & Trainin, G. (2022). A meta-analysis examining technology-assisted L2 vocabulary
learning. ReCALL, 34(2), 235-252. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0958344021000239

Volume 6, Number 2, August 2025 | 563



